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Abstract 
 Schools are expected to train pupils who will be leaders of tomorrow with 
capacities for greatness demanded by time. There is the   need to improve 
educational services by ensuring that schools, Colleges of Education, 
Polytechnics and Universities are well staffed by able, imaginative, caring 
and responsible teachers whose confidence, competence and professional 
integrity are secured through an improved arrangement for their initial 
education throughout the course of their professional, lives as teachers. The 
paper discusses policy orientation, teacher preparation and examination 
malpractice among other things. 

 
People often view school in a traditional formal sense. Many believe that true 

learning can only take place in a formal classroom setting. Others feel education occurs 
in many different forms and environments. There may not be a definite answer to the 
question of ‘what is education?’ Is it to educate individuals to be responsible citizen? Is 
it to develop individuals, as well as society in order to ensure a society’s economic 
success?  Or is the purpose of education to simply focus on developing individual 
talents and intelligence? All the three questions may be correct but the answers and 
meaning may differ depending on how it’s being viewed. Education is a basic human 
right, when the right is granted growth and development can take place.  Society then 
can improve in areas such as health, nutrition, general income and living standards and 
population fertility rates. Education is empowering the individual to enhance his socio 
economic status.  
 

It is the responsibility of the government to look at the problems plaguing 
education and to come up with solutions to the problems. In 1990 United Nation 
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) launched Education For  
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All (EFA) the movement to provide quality education for all children, youth 
and adults by the year 2015. 25 years  gone, much progress still needs to be made if 
government is to achieve its goals of education, educational opportunities from primary 
to tertiary level, acquisition of appropriate skills and development of mental, physical, 
social abilities and competencies as equipment for the individual to live and contribute 
to the development of the society in 2020 and beyond. For many years, larger issues 
preceded improving the quality of education. How can the goals of EFA be achieved 
when numerous states are faced with challenges that seem too impossible to over-
come?  Take literacy for example, there still remains a larger percentage of illiterate 
youths and adults in the nation. Economic difficulties and lack of education get in the 
way of decreasing illiteracy rates. Literacy is no longer simply limited to reading and 
writing. There are many different capacities in which an individual living in the twenty-
first century can be literate. This can be done for example, in helping and strengthening 
skills acquisition in areas that can help to make progress on sustaining the development 
of a nation, as well as to achieve   gender equality. The gender gap in education points 
to the fact that females are still not afforded the same opportunities as males. Some 
cultures see no value in educating females.  Education is the foundation for success of 
any given society. 
 
Policy Statement  
           The basic philosophical issue in Nigerian education emphasizes integrating an 
individual into a sound and effective citizen by providing educational opportunities 
from primary to tertiary level.  Since the mid – 1960, government’s commitment has 
been to use education as a tool for social change and national development. The 
recommendation from the first national curriculum conference of 1969 culminated in 
the National Policy on Education (NPE) first published in 1977, revised in 2004. In its 
introductory sentence, the policy states that education   is an instrument “par 
excellence” for effective national development.  
 
          In 2000, the federal  government stated that with the  return of democracy, her 
commitment was to pursue people oriented educational  policies as her  guiding  
principle  (Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) 2000) while the  current  policy on 
education only emphasizes educating primary  age children, the compulsory, free 
Universal Basic Education (U.B.E) policy. The Universal Basic Education (U.B.E) of 
1999 replaced the Universal Primary Education (UPE), established in 1976. The current 
9-3-4 system of education was designed in conformity with the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and  education  for all. The UBE involves  6 years of 
primary  school and 3 years of junior secondary school, culminating in 9  years of  
continuous learning  and while transition  from one  class to  another is automatic. 
Nigeria as a developing country is still in the process of stabilizing one of her policies 
on education. 
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Learning Environment  

 A thorough understanding of the problems of learning environment and 
teachers therefore, is a positive action by the government authorities to remove the 
problems that are considered a move in the right direction towards the development of 
an improved learning situation in Nigeria.  The teachers and planners must make 
positive efforts towards the development of education in the country. It is observed  
that the  environmental  variables, physical facilities, teachers and teaching  methods  
and policy orientation of the Nigerian  educational planners are  problem  that  demand 
active  research that will make  their efforts fully  realized.  
 

A lot of emphasis is placed on the quality of education in most countries   
(Fabumi, 2000; NPE 2004, Adedeji, 2010). Quality has become one of the most 
important features in any educational debate all over the world, yet the meaning is not 
clear to stakeholders non its usage consistent by the different stakeholders, government, 
teachers, students, and employers. The concept of quality is multidimensional and must 
be clarified every time it is used in scholarly investigation; in this regard quality is 
conceived as the primary method of increasing the economic efficiency of public and 
private expenditure on education. Considering  the importance  of UBE to the  
development of the  learners concerned, one would expect  that the feedback  from the 
system  would be  quality output from the schools especially  pre-primary , primary and 
junior secondary classes. This quality output can only be brought about presumably on 
the way and manner the activities of the supervisors attached to the ministries of 
education departments with State Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB) are 
carried out. The objective and functions of inspectors according to the ministries and 
departments, of UBE boards include  monitoring  and supervision of schools in all the 
local government  universal basic  education authorities, ensuring  regular supply and 
effective  utilization of instructional materials in  schools, monitoring  the conduct  of 
examination (Internal and External examinations) in the schools, evaluation of 
teacher/pupils  performances in relation to teaching  - learning  process;  assessment of 
teachers’  conduct  and  performance  in classroom management;  collection of field 
intelligence reports; monitory federal  inputs into the  implementation (Alieme & 
Odinko). Quality education according to Fafunwa (1974) and Nwaobasi (1983) implies 
“functionality” is relevance to societal needs. Quality education involves having the 
essential knowledge, positive values and useful skills that will make life meaningful to 
an individual and his /her society after being exposed to the school curricular. A nation 
without sound educational programmes will most likely not develop academically, 
economically and generally.  Education should be built on a solid foundation since 
basic education (nursery, primary and junior levels) has been identified as the bedrock 
of all other educational activities. In line with this, federal government felt that the 
future of Nigeria’s education lies in a well structured educational system starting from 
pre nursery school years to include good attitude towards schooling and education 
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related matters in Nigerian children. It must therefore, be taken seriously by all 
stakeholders to develop and built good rapport with community members.  
 
Teacher Education Preparation/ Examination Malpractice   

In a developing nation like Nigeria, education remains a potent factor for 
eradication of poverty and changing the misfortunes of underdevelopment. According 
to Sani (2003) education  does not only enable   people to understand  themselves  but 
to  enable them develop   the methods, organizations and tools for  improving  their  
way of  life.  Adewale & Oni (2010), in Ibrahim (2001) “stated that the success of any 
educational system is determined primarily by the quality of its teachers, the higher the 
quality of the teachers, the higher is the success of education”. Fallen standard of 
education is real in Nigeria and it is largely attributed to rising cases of examination 
malpractices among others. Examination malpractice has negatively affected 
assessment of students’ academic performance system that the certificates awarded by 
the educational system are no longer genuine. The question is why has examination 
malpractice continued to strive in Nigeria’s educational institutions in spite of the law 
and legislations put in place to combat its menace? Why has the educational system 
from primary to higher institutions been characterized with insincerity and moral 
decadence?  The answer may be this, the way examinations are conducted, the mode of 
assessment, the usage of certificate that comes out of it and through the teachers in the 
various institution of learning.  
 

Teachers need to learn new approaches and participate in forming educational 
environment. How prepared are the teachers? Teachers need to provide students with 
the key to knowledge and understanding of the subject in its widest sense. The growth 
of confidence, elimination of fear and the binding forces of love and tenderness are the 
elements with which a teacher must work with to achieve the desired aim of making the 
lesson simple, interesting and meaningful to the students. Another reason is poor 
educational development. The schools are not properly equipped with necessary 
facilities, adequate and qualified teachers, students’ population content of the syllabus 
and the nature of examination. Mairiga (2008) in Moja (2002) mentioned that in 
Nigeria educational infrastructure and facilities remain inadequate to cope with the 
system that is growing at a rapid pace, and financial crisis has further retarded the 
progress of education. There is no expansion in facilities, equipment and material 
resources. Another reason is that students failed examination as a result of fear, laziness 
and absenteeism from schools and universities. According to Adewale et al., (2010), in 
Jaiya (2001) the quality of education being provided for the Nigerian children has 
become a concern in recent times. University education in Nigeria which hitherto  
enjoyed tremendous  global respectability and acceptability unfortunately, is fast 
loosing  its high  esteem  in the face  of  labour  market and members of community, 
because  the current  Nigerian  graduates lack acceptable level of  competence in the  
areas of  specialization  
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Development and Growth  
Bello (2013) in Adidum, (2006)  stated  that  no nation can be insulated from  

major  socio economic  and cultural implosion of prominent  dimension for self  
development  without  equipping  her  citizens with  meaningful trade such as 
acquisition  of   skills. Lack of proper educational planning led to the deplorable nature 
of the economy. Entrepreneurial education is designed in government’s policy   but not 
effectively implemented. Ada (2011) in  Patrick and Nasakhare (2006) cited American  
vocational education as the type that is designed to develop  skills, abilities, 
understanding,  attitudes, work habits and appreciation, encompassing knowledge and  
information that are needed by  workers  to enter and make  progress in employment on 
a useful and productive basis. The researchers in support added that such education will 
contribute towards the development of good citizens.  By the development of good 
citizens,   developing their physical, social, civic, cultural and economic competences, 
growth will follow. The creative skills when acquired will make them to have self-
esteem and have the ability to achieve their dream. One way to achieve this is by 
helping and encouraging the youths. Entrepreneurship has been part of the polytechnics 
system before now. It was added in the curriculum content but not effectively 
implemented.  Visual arts should be taken very seriously in vital training, because it 
empowers the artist or recipient in the society, by helping him to articulate enterprising 
job actualization thereby rebranding him. 
 
Conclusion  

Education is a basic necessity for all people. Education is recognized as a 
primary means for gaining independence, citizenship rights, appropriate employment, 
economic, and self-empowerment (UN 2001). Education is in itself not a  place or a 
goal, but a continuous, life  long   process enabling  one to  acquire  multiple  skills 
needed to become  an independent, educated, employed, self actualizing, participating 
and controlling  citizens of one’s  community and society. It is difficult to succeed in 
today’s communities and market places and in the world of technology and information 
without being knowledgeable and having self-realization. 
 
Suggestions  

There is the need to employ competent and adequate motivated teachers.  
The provision of adequate facilities and materials is needed in order to match students’ 
population in schools.  
 

There is the need for adequate funding and proper management of schools.  
All the people concerned with examination should imbibe examination ethics.

Role Of Teacher Education In Development Of Nigeria Beyond 2020 
 

African Education Indices, Volume 8 No. 1, May, 2015, ISSN: 2276 – 982X    



6 
 

References 
Ada, P.O. (2011) Industrial Design as a Vehicle for Vocational Training and Self 

Reliance. Textile Design in Particular, A Journal of Industrial Design, ABU, Zaria 
Nigeria. Volume 1, No. 2 August.  

 
Adewale, J.G. & Oni, I.O. (2010). Availability and Utilization of E.T.F Intervention  

Facilities in Promoting Quality Education in a  South  West  University of Ibadan 
– Ibadan, Nigeria  A paper presented at the first International Conference on the 
Challenges of Quality  Education 8th-12th Feb 

 
Alieme,S.O & Odinko,M.N(2010). Evaluation of Monitoring and Evaluation 

Department of Universal Basic Education Board of Oyo State West African 
Journal of Education Vol.XXX ISSN:0043-2997  Feb. 

 
Bello, R.O. (2013). Advocacy for Fine & Applied Art as an aspect of Entrepreneurship. 

Education and Training EIJ Exiswac International Journal Publication of the 
Centre For Creative African Values in Collaboration with the Centre For 
Research Development volume 2, No.1 August.  

 
Danjuma, B.S. (2014) Influence of Home and School Environment on the Artistic 

Creative activities in some selected primary schools pupils in Kaduna State. 
(Unpublished Dissertation Department of Fine Art, ABU, Zaria) . 

 
Fafunwa, A.B. (1974). History of Education in Nigeria: London. George Allen Press 
 
Mainga, B. (2008) Communication: An Effective and Efficient Tool for school 

Administration A Journal of Education Research and Development, ABU Zaria 
vol.  3. No.1 April  

 
Federal Government of Nigeria (2004). National Policy on Education  NERDC Lagos  
 
Sani, B. (2015). An Evaluation of Art and Crafts Teaching Materials in Special Schools 

in Jigawa, Kaduna and Kano States Nigeria (unpublished Dissertation Dept. of 
Fine Arts, ABU Zaria)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Binta Sani and Dr. Rose Ayaka Nkom 
 

African Education Indices, Volume 8 No. 1, May, 2015, ISSN: 2276 – 982X    



7 
 

 
Sani, B. & Usman, A.B. (2014) Entrepreneurship for Economic Growth and 

Development A paper presented at the 2nd International Conference Organized by 
Association of Textile Technologists of Nigeria (ATTN) in collaboration with 
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. Venue School of Postgraduate Studies ABU 
Zaria Kaduna State Nigeria 28th – 31st October  

 
Segun O.A (201O). Quality Assurance management in Nigerian Higher Education West 

African Journal of Education Vol. No. XXX ISSN: 0043-2997 Feb. 
 
Yakubu, S. (2008). Minimizing Malpractice in Public Examinations.  The Role of 

Teacher Education System: A Journal of Studies in Science and Mathematics 
Education. Department of Education ABU, Zaria Vol. NO.1 Nov. 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Role Of Teacher Education In Development Of Nigeria Beyond 2020 
 

African Education Indices, Volume 8 No. 1,  May,  2015,  ISSN: 2276 – 982X    


